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Queft. 4 CW muft Virgil be underflood ty thefe 
following verj2s, In Boek fourth of 
tis Georgicks. Where he jpeals of 


the Nile as inthe Indies 2 


Nam qué Pellet gens fortunata Conopt, 
Accoalit efjufo Bignantem flumine Nilum, 

Et civcum pitts vebitur fuarura phajelis : 
Kuique pharctrate vicinia Perfidis urget, 

Et virtdem Eg ;ptum Nigra facundat arens, 
Et diver{aruens jeptem dijcurrit in or, 

U/que Coluratis amnis devexus ab Indis: 
Omnis inhac regio Certam Jacit arte falutem, 


Anfw, Many Commentators have thought this place 
too dithcult to be explained; tho there has been two 
or three Authors that have made fome probable Con- 
jefures about it. Mr, Segrats who had takena great 
deal of pains in coniidering, Virgil, tellsus, That the 
fourth verie ought to be put after the fitth,and thacvirgi 
fooke of the Nile in the tour firft, and of the Jndies in 

he following ones. He fays, this fenfe is mo con- 
tormable to the Charatter and Genius of the Poet. 
And he thinks ‘tis very improbable, that Virgil, who is 
fo juft and exaét in his exprefhons,fhou'd employ teven 
series about the Nile only, and tbat in fuch ob{cure 
terms too; Befides this, ‘tis a very great fault to place 
the Néle upon the frontiers of Perfia; Virgil cou’d not 
be ignorant of its fituation, Geography was more known 
inhistime; therefore ‘tis better to tranfport a verfe 
from its place, than to attribute fo great an overfight 


te the Prince of //eroic Poets. But father Lamy is of 


another opinion, he is abfolutely againft this tran{po- 
tition, and fays, that by thefe verfes Virgil, tho in a ve- 
ry ambiguous manner, defigned to fhow that the Art 
of recovering Bees was practifed in thofe Countries 
that he defcribes. The Antient Geographers divided 
#gypr into higher and lower, and this laft was compre- 
hended between the branches of the Nile towards its 
emptying it felf; and its Weffern avenue was called 
€onope. This part wasvery fruitful, Nilus ibt colond 
wice fungens. ‘Twas near this place that Alexander 
built Alexandria, Thus far there is nothing fuperfluous 
in his yerfes. And ia the four following verfes he 
pafes to another Country in Egypt, which, he tells us, 
was inthe Neighbourhood of Perfia: Here ‘tis his Ge- 
ography is acculed, and with very good reaion it we 
examine it by the /dea‘s, we at this day have of Perfa 
and Egypt, but ‘tis not improbable but that in his time 
rhe Empire of Perfia was more extended than it is now: 
We know Egypt was Once under it, and if thea this 
Empire reached to the Red Sea, Virgil was not fo igno- 
rant as is pretended. Pliny, who lived fince his time, 
fays, that Perfe rubrum mare femper incoluere. In Pli- 
ay*s time.and along while before,Perfia was known only 
under the name of the Partbiafts ; Perfia in Parthorum 
Nomen jimpridem tranflata, and he adds that the Empire 
of the Parthians extended to the Red Sea, Other Au- 
thors fay the fame thing. But Mr. Segrais whom we 
before mention‘d, will have it to be the Co ryifts and 
not Yirgil, who have tran{ported Né#lus out of its place, 
he fays, tis the River Jadus he {peaks of, which this 
verlé fhews, U/que Coloratis amnts devexus ab Indus, 
finve the River which runs from the Jndies cannot be 
the Nile, And if we underftand thefe verfes afte: 
this manner, it may be ftilla further juflifying of Vir- 
gilto know, that ‘twas formerly believed that the £- 
thispians, from whom the Nile takes its fource, came 
from fone Neighbouring Countries of the Jndies. 
Fufebius has thefe words, —#thropes ab Indo fumine 
Conjurgentes, Fuxts Aig yptum confederunt. There isa 


erackman alto, in Pbileffrates, who maintains that the 


Ethiopians drew their original from the Jndians.  Or- 
telius in his treafure of Geography proves that Ethiopis 
was cailed India formerly, dSefore Geography was. to 
well known as it is now, ‘twas generally chought that 
India and Ethiopia joyned together. Arrianin his Hi- 
{tory of the Wars ot Alexander, relates that this Con- 
queror believed, when he was arrived at Jrdus, that 
‘twas the fource of the Nr/e, and that this River after 
having rua through vaft folitudes might lote its Name, 
and take thatot Ne/us when it arrived at Xeipr. Yer 
however, let perions have thought what tlcy pleated 
of thefe Rivers, ‘tis enough to juttity Virgil, if it as 
but granted that Erb:opiz has bzea called /ndeu, 

Queit, 2. dis known that aii Nations bave believed 
fomething of a God, but how far maya genercl agreement 
be faid to 52 a proof of i. r : 


Original. Lathtartas thought it 10 good a proof, that 
having, cited a great many both Heathea and Chriftian 
Authors ag att the Arheifis, he urges the conlent of 
ll People aud Nations, many of which altho they 
differed almoft in every thing elle, yet generally 
agreed in the betiet of a Divinity, Zefizmonsum popue 
lorunt atgue gentium in wna bacre non difidentium, B 

an Anticnt Philolopher probable things have been 
rauke in this order ; that whatever feems crue to tome 
learned perfons is in fome fort probabic ; what ap- 
pears 10 to the generality of Learned men {s more pro- 
bable; and what is beheved ot moft men the Igno- 
rant as well as the Learned is yet more probable; but 
that in which all men agree is in the highelt degree of 
probability, and ap) roaches very near to thole truths 
which may be demonitrated, fo that he might very 
juftly pafs for an extravagant or dogmatical perfor, 
who fhou‘d have the boldnefsto deny it. There is no 
man in the world which by his tingle Judgment, can 
balance the conftant authority of at! mankind; It any 
perfon thou'd through a contradictious {pirit, or by 
any other motive, athrm that inow is black as Anixe~ 
gorus did, that motion is impoflible, as Zeno did, or 
with //eraclitus fay, that two contradictory propofiti- 
Ons may be true inthe fame time, there wou'd Le no 
other way to refute a man who fhou‘d reject fuch clear 
principles, but to oppofe to him the wniverial confent 
of all men; and ir he refuled to agree to it, he 
ought to be lookt upon either with pity or con- 
tempt. He had need have very powerful and 
clear reafons, who fhou‘d refift the common opini- 
on of all men, and equally accufe them of Er- 
ror. Seweral Heathen Vhilolophers who cannot 
be fufpeéted of having fpoke of any thing but 
their true thoughts, have lookt wpon this common 
agreement as a confiderable argument ; Jhe confens 
a all men, jays Seneca, is of very great weight with 
us; 4 mark that a thing is true, 1s when it appears fe 
to all the world, Thus we conclude there is 4 Divi. 
nity, becaufe all men believe is, there being-no Natt. 
ons, bow corrupt foever they be, which deny it, Cicero, 
has faid the fame thing in feveral places, and has 
obferved that altho many Nations have had ex- 
travagant Opinions of the Divinity, yet they all 
agreed in the belief that there is an Eternal Pow- 
er on whom we depend, Ja the Hotell difputes, 
fays Maximus of Tyre, In the deepeft contcSasions 

and in the Diverfity of opinions which are amongft mer, 
we fec 4 Law a4 a Doctrine equally eftablifbed through. 
out «il the Earth, whieb is, That there is a God who 
is Ring and Father ; Bick men, and many Gods, the 
Sons of this fupream being, who reigns with bim, ’Ti 

what 15 pe by all the world, Greeks aad Barbar - 
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ans, the inhabitants of the continent and of the ifle 
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both learned and Ignorant perfons There are an infi- 
nite number of fuch inftances, where the general 
confént of mankind has been thought a good ar- 
gument for the being of a God. ‘Tis true there 
has been iome men who have contradicted this uni- 
verfal conient, but, they are in very {mall number, 
and ought according to the opinion of fome to be 
lookt upon as Monfters; and if we confider the ori- 
ginal ot chis univerfal opinion, we fhall ftill better 
perceive its force. For it can only have taken its 
riieé trom one of theie four things, firft either it 
mifit be united co the underftanding, like to the 
moft evident principles of Sciences, and the incli- 
nation we have to be happy, as C#cero and many 
Philofophers have thought. Or elfe that we have 
a natural difpofition to imbrace this opinion, as 
{oon as it is propofed to us, as our eyes are Na- 
turally diipofed to perceive the light when it ap- 
pears, as tome have believed: or fome powerful 
reaion which prefents its felf to the mind of all 
men, even ot the moft ignorant, as Plutarch thought. 
Or Laftiy, from antient tradition, which caine from 
one and the fame fource , wich has dif{perit this 
Opinion thro’ all the Earth according to beliet of fome 
others. We cannot imagine any other way, where- 
by this opinion fhou‘d be introduced amongft all 
men, who fo much incline to think diverteiy of one 
and the fame thing. Amd which foever of ‘em we 
choole the argument is equally ftrong and conclu- 
live; if it is trom the light of nature, ‘tis as ex- 
travagant to deny it, as it wou‘d be to fay, that 
the moft evident piinciples of the Sciences are 
talfe. It it*s {aid that ‘tis by a natural difpofition, 
that men believe there is a God, why fhou‘d we 
reiift an inclination ef nature, fince its motions ne- 
ver deceive us ? Or if ‘tis agreed that there is a 
powertul reafon which periwades all men of if, we 
must renounce common fence if we refufe to affent 
to it. But it ic’s faid that man received this know- 
ledge from an antient tradition ; which indeed ap- 
pears moft probable ; it muft be inquired from 
whenre this tradition came, and who was the com- 
mon Mafter of ail mankind. We very well know 
the Names of thofe who have introduced any feet, 
OF Cngaged people ‘in certain Opinions, but we 
tnd neither the Name of him who 1s pretended to 
have invented this Dottrine, nor the place, nor 
time yn which he has lived, nor te manner where- 
by it was iatroduced and difperit amongft men. 
“fis this which makes us believe that the Authors 
ot this tradition are our fir parents; who as they 
cou'd not be ignorant of their original, fo undoubt- 
edly they taught this truth to cheir Children. ‘Lis 
natural to conceive that ‘twas by this means all 
men have Jearnt it: this thought leads us to ano- 
ther which is of very great importance in this mat- 
ter, ‘tis that all men have defCended from one 
man only, or at leaft trom a {mall numbe of per- 
fons ‘who were altogether, from waente it will 
appear that manhad a ginning, and that we Can- 
wot reject the Doétrine ot the cxiftence of a God 
as a political fi€tion. For {ppoiing man to havea 
beginning, upon Farth, from whence cou'd he draw 
his criginal but from fitch a Divinity as we Con. 
ceive , what other being coud have formed fuch 
admirable bodies as ours, end umiced fuch intelli- 
gences to them as our Seals 2 Let thofe who de- 
ny this, tell us al who taught the facit men there 
was 2 God, and how it came into their mind that 
they drew th.'r eviftence trom him, if he who 
made them had not difcovered to them after a 
fentible manner that ‘twas co him they owed their 
beinc. And fince it is what they have taught to 
their pofterity, we have no reafon to iefule our 
belief, nor can we imagine any WIthoues more 
worthy of faith, nor men who can give ns a_bet- 
ter account of their original than themfel ves, there- 
fore we cannot reafonably rejett a tradition which 
erme from them. We find Jato in his /imeus Lo 


ufe the fame Argument, We ought, fays he 

dit thofe who have faid they were of bi race’ oF tha 
Gods, fince they have faid they perfcfly knew thofe 
rom whom they were defcended; it is nos pffible 
diftruft the Children of the Gods, altho what they Ps 
does not carry evident demonfiration with it, as the = 
ly advance things which regard tkemfclves, it ii? hee 
ju to believe them. 
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Ke P ROPOSALS for Printing the 
LIFE of the Reverend Mr. Richard 

Baxter ; Wherein he gives an Account of his mot 
( onliderable Aétions, and the Remarkable Providen- 
ces that betel him : Together with an Hiflory of the 
miny Alterations he lived to fee, Oc. Left under bye ome 
Hand, at his Deceate, as defigned by him for the Prefs 
‘Tis propofed to Suhjeribers at 17s. and 6d. p?r Book rm 
Quires (7 paying for 6) but to all others not under 2-5 
each Book in Quires PROPOS ALS, giving 
a tuller Account of this Work, are to be had of the 
Undertakers, Thomas Puarkhurft, Jonathan Robinfon Fokn 
Lawrence , and Fokn Dunton, sent 

BopeI HWE Tihivdand Fourth Volumes of the FRENCH 
BOOK of MARI YRS (for which no more Subicripe 
tions will be taken in) will be Publifhed with her Jate 
Wiajeities KO YAL PRIVILEDGE, andare now 
tranflating for the Pref$; but being much larger than 
the tro former Volumes for thefe Two Laf 
Compleat the Work , and contain the M 4 Re 
Tr R DOMS of all the French Preteflants 
from the beginning of the Reign of LEWIS XIV. 
cown to this time) ‘twill be a contiderable time before 
they can poffibly be ready tor publication ; but as foon 
as they ave notice thereot will be given in the Gazette, 
yao Undertaker Fohz Dunton, at the Raven in Fewer. 

a2 If any Minifter’s Widow, or other perfons 
have any Library, or parcel of books to difpofe of, 
it they will fend a Catalogue of them, or notice 
where they are, to fobs Duzton, at the Raven in 
Fewen-fireoe, they fha!l have ready mony for them, 
Cothe full of whatthey are worth. 


uw Citaiter Liopo at the Antient Fowler in 
Tower-{treet, London, Sells the Finelt, {trongeft Glaz‘d, 
or not Glaz‘d Gun-Powder, which by the Experience 
of feveral Perfons of quality and others hath confidera- 
bly out-done any Gun-powder yet made; the faid 
{trong Gun-powder, and all other forts of Gun-powdec 
is Sold by him at very reafonable Rates. 


FLIXIR STOMACHICUM : OF the great Cordidl 

Elixir for the Stomach, of 4 delicate flavour and 
pleafant (tho* bisterifh) Tafte,to be drank at any time,bus 
efpecially in 4 Morning in any Liqueur, as Ale, Ted, C4- 
nary, 5c. Which for the Scurvy, to purify the Blood, expel 
Wind, for all Indifpofitions of the Stomach; as want of Ap- 
petite, Sickne/s, Sc. for Vapours in VWomen, and thy ee other 
moft certain Vertues mentioned in the Bills fold with it, aud 
to be had eratis at the Places where ‘tis fold ; exccllsaay 
one Medicine ever made publick to the VVorld ; and of fuck 
Excellency and ufefulnefs for all Perfons, as never f0 be 
without it about them. *Tis fold by fome one Book/cller 
in moft Cities and many great Towns in England. bY My. 
Levingfton, Eruiterer, at the Royal-Exchange-G ate; and as 
the moft eminent Coffee-Houfes, in or about 1 onion. Alje 
by Fokn Harris at th: Harrow in the Poultrey ; Fobn Dur- 
ton at the Raven in Jewen-flreet, S. Howkins in George 
yard in Lombard ftreet, Hugh Newman in the Poultry, 
H. Rhodes, at the Star in Fleet-fireet, Bookjellers. m 
Author having appointed the three laft only (befides bimfelf) 
to fell it byVVbolefale, Any Perfon wanting it ¥0 difpofe 
7, or fell again, may be there furnifb'd wtib Allowance 
or felling. Price one Shilling each bottle, Retail, 


LONDON, Priated for John Duncan, 
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